n6   A NEW CRITICISM  OF  ROUSSEAU

The conclusion of the novel is the death of Madame
de Montbrillant, broken-hearted; as the result of her
separation from the incomparable VoLx. This virtuous
and even severe paragon has, nevertheless, a tendency
to pleasantry, especially in correspondence with his
friends; and a letter of a purely private character con-
taining a joke at the expense of the unsuccessful
Commander-in-Chief,1 seized by the police, is made the
excuse for a charge brought against him as a foreign spy,
sending out of the country defamatory accounts of
French generals. Such an accusation to this Soul of
honour seems more bitter than death! -He is secretly
advised by his protector, the Dauphin, that he had better
fly to England until public indignation has cooled down,
and when, perhaps, he may get a chance of being heard
and of justifying himself. " Moi ? oblig& de me
justifier f Et de quoi?" demands the outraged paragon.
After many protests, however, and heartrending scenes
with Madame de Montbrillant and with Gamier, the
incomparable Volx starts for England. And Madame de
Montbrillant commences (with a fainting fit) a very long
and, it may be admitted, tedious, method of dying; which
affords her the opportunity of delivering the confession
of faith of a femme-philosophe, to compare with the last
speech of the bigote Julie in the Nouvelle Helolse.
As for the faithful Gamier, he watches by Madame de
Montbrillant7 s bedside, and receives her dying breath.
And then he himself abandons the soil of France ; and,
with his wife and daughter, settles in England; where
he makes it his business thenceforth to watch over the
miserable Volx, and to prevent him, in his profound
despair, from taking his own life.

It will be recognized that the conclusion of the work
cannot be reconciled with the theory that Madame
d'Epinay was the ((slave of truth;" or that her novel
represents the authentic memoirs of her life. But no
excuse is to be found for the peremptory blotting out of
1 The Due de Broglie.econdput itself on
